Document 1

Memorandum by Ralph A. Bard, Undersecretary of the Navy, to Secretary of War
Stimson, June 27, 1945

MEMORANDUM ON THE USE OF S-1 BOMB:

Ever since | have been in touch with this program | have had a feeling that before the
bomb is actually used against Japan that Japan should have some preliminary warning
for say two or three days in advance of use. The position of the United States as a great
humanitarian nation and the fair play attitude of our people generally is responsible in
the main for this feeling.

During recent weeks | have also had the feeling very definitely that the Japanese
government may be searching for some opportunity which they could use as a medium
of surrender. Following the three-power conference emissaries from this country could
contact representatives from Japan somewhere on the China Coast and make
representations with regard to Russia's position and at the same time give them some
information regarding the proposed use of atomic power, together with whatever
assurances the President might care to make with regard to the Emperor of Japan and
the treatment of the Japanese nation following unconditional surrender. It seems quite
possible to me that this presents the opportunity which the Japanese are looking for.

| don't see that we have anything in particular to lose in following such a program. The
stakes are so tremendous that it is my opinion very real consideration should be given
to some plan of this kind. | do not believe under present circumstances existing that
there is anyone in this country whose evaluation of the chances of the success of such
a program is worth a great deal. The only way to find out is to try it out.

[signature]
RALPH A. BARD

27 June 1945

A few notes of explanation: "S-1 bomb" means atomic bomb. The "three-power
conference" refers to the Potsdam Conference between the leaders of the Great Britain,
Russia, and the U.S., scheduled to begin on 7/16/45. "Russia's position" refers to the
likelihood of Russia soon declaring war on Japan. "Assurances... with regard to the
Emperor" referred to telling Japan that they could keep their Emperor, whom they
believed to be a god.




Document 2

Excerpt from Harry S. Truman’s Diary
July 25, 1945

We have discovered the most terrible bomb in the history of the world. It may be the fire
destruction prophesied in the Euphrates Valley Era, after Noah and his fabulous Ark.

Anyway we "think" we have found the way to cause a disintegration of the atom. An
experiment in the New Mexico desert was startling — to put it mildly. Thirteen pounds of
the explosive caused the complete disintegration of a steel tower 60 feet high, created a
crater 6 feet deep and 1,200 feet in diameter, knocked over a steel tower 1/2 mile away
and knocked men down 10,000 yards away. The explosion was visible for more than
200 miles and audible for 40 miles and more.

This weapon is to be used against Japan between now and August 10th. | have told the
Sec. of War, Mr. Stimson, to use it so that military objectives and soldiers and sailors
are the target and not women and children. Even if the Japs are savages, ruthless,
merciless and fanatic, we as the leader of the world for the common welfare cannot
drop that terrible bomb on the old capital or the new.

He and | are in accord. The target will be a purely military one and we will issue a
warning statement asking the Japs to surrender and save lives. I'm sure they will not do
that, but we will have given them the chance. It is certainly a good thing for the world
that Hitler's crowd or Stalin's did not discover this atomic bomb. It seems to be the most
terrible thing ever discovered, but it can be made the most useful...




Translation of leaflet dropped on the Japanese, August 6, 1945,
Miscellaneous Historical Documents Collection.
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Document 4

Excerpt from a radio speech by President Truman
August 9, 1945

The world will note that the first atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, a military
base. That was because we wished in this first attack to avoid, insofar as possible, the
killing of civilians. But that attack is only a warning of things to come. If Japan does not
surrender, bombs will have to be dropped on her war industries and, unfortunately,
thousands of civilian lives will be lost. | urge Japanese civilians to leave industrial cities
immediately, and save themselves from destruction.




Document 5

A young veteran of the Pacific war

| was a 21-year old second lieutenant leading a rifle platoon...\When the bombs dropped
and news began to circulate that the invasion of Japan would not take place, that we
would not be obliged to run up the beaches near Tokyo, assault-firing while being
mortared and shelled, for all the fake manliness of our facades, we cried with relief and
joy. We were going to live. We were going to grow up to adulthood after all.




Document 6

hima and Nagasaki after the bombs were

Two pictures that show the destruction in Hiros
dropped.




Document 7

Witnesses to the atomic bomb explosion in Hiroshima and Nagasaki
1945

A fourth-grade girl:

The people passing along the street are covered with blood and trailing the rags of their
torn clothes after them. The skin of their arms is peeled off and dangling from their
finger tips, and they go walking silently, hanging their arms before them.

A five-year old girl:

People came fleeing from the nearby streets. One after another they were almost
unrecognizable. The skin was burned off some of them and was hanging from their
hands and from their chins; their faces were red and so swollen that you could hardly
tell where their eyes and mouths were. From the houses smoke black enough to scorch
the heavens was covering the sky. It was a horrible sight.

A fifth-grade boy compiling a list:

The flames which blaze up here and there from the collapsed houses as though to
illuminate the darkness. The child making a suffering, groaning sound, his burned face
swollen up balloon-like and jerking s he wonders among the fires. The old man, the
skin of his face and body peeling off like a potato skin, mumbling prayers while he flees
with faltering steps. Another man pressing with both hands the wound from which blood
is steadily dripping, rushing around as though he has gone mad and calling the names
of his wife and child. My hair seems to stand on end just to remember. This is the way
war really looks.

A five-year old girl:

The whole city was burning. Black smoke was billowing up and we could hear the
sound of big things exploding. Those dreadful streets. The fires were burning.

There was a strange smell all over. Blue-green balls of fire were drifting around. | had a
terrible lonely feeling that everybody else in the world was dead and only we were still
alive.

Another girl the same age:

| really have to shudder when | think of that atom bomb which licked away the city of
Hiroshima in one or two minutes on the 6th of August, 1945. We were running for our
lives. On the way we saw a soldier floating in the river with his stomach all swollen. In
desperation he must have jumped into the river to escape from the sea of fire. A little
farther on dead people were lined up in a long row. A little farther on there was a
woman lying with a big fallen log cross her legs so that she couldn’t get away. When
her father saw that he shouted, “Please come and help!” But not a single person came
to help. They were all to intent on saving themselves. Finally father lost his patience,
and shouting, “Are you people Japanese or not??” He took a rusty saw and cut off her
leg and rescued her. A little farther on we saw a man who had been burned black as he
was walking.
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Flash burns 20 to 30 par cank
Other injuries 50 to 80 par cant
tadiation Slekness 15 to 20 psr cent
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Atomic Bomb History Lab

Directions: Analyze the documents and identify the information they provide re gardzng the
statement: “The United States was justified in dropping the atomic bombs on Japan.”
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#
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Support/Challenge
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Type of Source Information Support/Challenge
Document ’

#

1. Which document does the best job supporting the statement “The United States was
justified in dropping the atomic bombs on Japan. ”? Justify your answer.

7. Which document does the best job challenging the statement “The United States was
justified in dropping the atomic bombs on Japan.”? Justify your answer.




